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Synopsis

The fourth edition of this well-established and popular text has been fully updated to take account of
developments in the field of International Relations and recent world events. The authors provide
systematic coverage of the classical concerns of International Relations theory a “ power, national
interest, foreign policy and war & “ alongside analysis of the impact of globalization on security,
governance and the world economy. A central concern throughout is to show how the theories the
authors outline and assess can help make sense of the puzzle of current world events, from the rise
of Russia and China, the downturn in the world economy and the changing role of America to the
challenges of identity politics and human rights.Clear and accessible, but also critical and
penetrating, Understanding International Relations provides a uniquely readable and

thought-provoking introduction to the theory and practice of international relations.
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Customer Reviews

Reviews of previous editions"lt is entirely characteristic that Chris Brown’s text is unlike anybody
else’s; it is equally characteristic that it is written with a zest, a pace and a sense of fun that is sadly
missing from much of the discipline as a whole. Students - and their teachers - will gain a great deal
from it. They will also have a good time!" - N.J. Rengger, Political Studies"Understanding
International Relations is a very appealing book... The text succeeds in giving a clear account of all
the main theoretical possibilities and, in a non-judgemental but not uncritical way, setting them in

context... | can think of no book more likely to succeed in persuading a sceptical undergraduate -



someone convinced of the existence of a self-evident world of facts - that not only is a knowledge of
theory necessary to understand international relations, but it is fun." - James Mayall, Review of

International Studies

Reviews of previous editions’lt is entirely characteristic that Chris Brown’s text is unlike anybody
else’s; it is equally characteristic that it is written with a zest, a pace and a sense of fun that is sadly
missing from much of the discipline as a whole. Students - and their teachers - will gain a great deal
from it. They will also have a good time! - N.J. Rengger, Political Studies’[A] very appealing book...
The text succeeds in giving a clear account of all the main theoretical possibilities and, in a
non-judgemental but not uncritical way, setting them in context... | can think of no book more likely
to succeed in persuading a sceptical undergraduate - someone convinced of the existence of a
self-evident world of facts - that not only is a knowledge of theory necessary to understand

international relations, but it is fun.” - James Mayall, Review of International Studies

It is a very illustrative book to update me with the conformation a the new international scheme for

my studies

Bought this book for a friend of mine .... but according to her, this one was a good one and she has

now actually passed it on to someone else in the same field too !!

| learned a lot from this book but it was not super interesting. It worked well for my class but if you

are just looking for a different reading, | would suggest something else. Fast delivery!

Brown and Ainley have written a good, introductory textbook on international relations. Commencing
with an introduction to the major theories of IR and core concepts, the book then goes onto explore
issues of globalization, political economy and global governance before turning to issues such as

US hegemony and the politics of identity. Overall, a well written and concise introduction to IR.
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